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Global Learning Unit

Seasons Here and There

(A unit of the comparison and the awareness between seasons in Kansas and Ireland)

Written by Katy Ryan

Grade Level: Kindergarten

This unit will take place in south central Kansas. The grade school is a K-6 school and is one of four elementary schools in the district in addition to one middle school and one high school. The current population of the district is 1,625 students. The district covers 175 miles and is made up of both rural and suburban communities in two separate counties. The current population of the school is 313 students. The building has two sections of each grade level. The majority of students are White (92.45%) with less than 10% being from other nationalities. 1.08% are African American, 3.60% are Hispanic, and 2.88% are of other nationalities.   Twenty three percent of the students in the school are economically disadvantaged and on free-reduced lunches (KSDE, 2009).  

A kindergarten class will take part in a geography unit that meets current social studies standards for Kansas. Approximately twenty students will learn about the four seasons and the affects each season has on our weather and its impact on each student. In efforts to meet this goal the students will complete a unit of seasons while learning also about changes around our world and what others environments are like globally. To follow up with this goal, the students in the kindergarten class will not only monitor our weather and seasons changes but also monitor the seasonal climate and weather in parts of Ireland at the same time of year. Ideally, the partners for this project will be a classroom of five and six year olds who live in Ireland and attend school where the study of “seasons” and the relationships between people and places is a standard for instruction. 

Due to the interaction between two countries special considerations exist. Prior to commitment of connecting with a potential classroom in Ireland, it is important to consider their school system and the possibilities that are allowed. These special considerations will take part during class when the children can help develop a plan of intent. Research involving when school is in session and how long students attend kindergarten will be part of the research. In the meantime, both teachers will have had to contact each other to make the project a success. 

The outcome of this project will be to have met the Geography standard and 21st century learning goals for kindergarten aged students. 

The assessments used to assess this goal and evaluate the unit will include a rubric of understanding and a reflection using gathered notes and dates from during the unit. 

FRAMEWORKS

USD 375 strives to prepare students for the 21st century. Building globally connected projects and opportunities will assist in making students aware and capable of understanding the world as a whole. At the kindergarten level Kansas standards indicate that students have an understanding of the Earth’s surface and relationships between peoples and places and physical and human environments in order to explain the interactions that occur in Kansas, the United States, and in our world. This Geography standard is addressed in this unit with addition to Partnership for the 21st Century goals that can be met at the kindergarten level.

The standard below is gained from the Kansas State Department of Education resource site. 

www.ksde.org
Geography: The student uses a working knowledge and understanding of the spatial organization of Earth’s surface and relationships between peoples and places and physical and human environments in order to explain the interactions that occur in Kansas, the United States, and in our world.

These indicators represent an overlap between the disciplines of geography and science. Therefore students may learn these indicators in either science and/or social studies depending upon local curricular decisions.

Benchmark 3: Physical Systems: The student understands Earth’s physical systems and how physical processes shape Earth’s surface.

Kindergarten Knowledge and/or Application Indicators Kindergarten Instructional Suggestions

The student:

1. (A) describes seasonal changes and how they affect an individual.

• Collect and record weather data to create a class weather graph.

•Allow each student to be the “weather person.” 

•Discuss seasonal changes and their impact on students. (1)

• Use pictures to show the seasons. (1)

Partnership for 21st Century learning goals:

Global Awareness 
-Learning from and working collaboratively with individuals representing diverse cultures, religions and lifestyles in a spirit of mutual respect and open dialogue in personal, work and community contexts 

-Understanding other nations and cultures, including the use of non-English languages 

DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

The students that exist in the kindergarten class represent minimal cultural differences. The students are primarily white and all are English speaking. When connecting with a different cultural such as Ireland it is the teachers hope that students will be able to gain an understanding for different languages, traditions and mannerisms. This unit is intended to be a chance for students in Kansas to see the differences and similarities in an unfamiliar country. With this in mind a project is designed as a path to this adventure. 

Global Learning Partners and Project

Global learning partners for this unit will be found using ePals.com. ePals.com is a safe and protected tool for collaboration near and far. It provides a vast number of forums and lists of collaborators who wish to connect as well. 

The teams will be communicating through teacher driven opportunities. Once both instructors are on board and aware of the project and outcomes, the students will meet their new friends. This will happen after the unit is introduced and the subject is in full swing. A picture of each classroom of students will be exchanged via email at the beginning of the unit. This will give the class a group of faces to relate to when speaking about Ireland. Through the unit email exchanges will occur updating the class on any seasonal weather changes that may be significant. Once the unit is complete the children will exchange their illustrated pictures of our seasons through snail mail. The two teams will then have the opportunity to connect face to face to discuss what was learned and answer questions regarding each other’s seasonal traditions and/or weather.   

The technologies that will be available will include active e-mail and an Interactive Distant Learning instrument. These tools will allow this unit to run effectively.

The class will create a picture that represents a current season. They will exchange their pictures with the opposing team through snail mail. These pictures will represent the cultural differences amongst seasons and will allow the children to see those differences through age appropriate representation. 

To make this project a success it will be necessary for the teachers to set up additional meetings/messages to ensure proper preparation. It will also be necessary to include technology support and personnel in this event. The e-pals accounts will need to be set up prior to the unit with permission from the building principal. Before the video conferencing is launched at the end of the unit, students will need permission slips signed by parents before participating. 

CONTENT, PROCESSES AND ATTRIBUTES

Students will learn the affects of seasonal change, the appearance and the traditions that take place in each season. The students will also be aware that seasons aren’t the same around the globe and that we can learn more about other seasonal changes by connecting to others around the world. 

The major process that will be developed in this unit will be collaboration. The purpose of collaborating with a team outside of our country is for hope that students will gain an attitude that exhibits positive awareness of the world of large. 

Students will be aware that there are differences among students everywhere and respect is demanded at all times throughout the experience. Students will be sensitive to these differences while learning that it is common to see similarities and differences inside and outside of our own culture.  

As a group, students will work together through role play and practice sessions with other schools prior to meeting face to face with Ireland. It is common for kindergarten to meet with others using the IDL system. This will be their practice prior to meeting their new friends. It will be important for me to measure the students’ excitement and ability to self control before the system is turned on with our team. 

The class will role play to practice the difference between questions and comments and practice to ability to take turns and to know when it is their turn to speak. Not all 20 students will have the opportunity to talk so this will need to be practiced and accepted before the day of meeting. Students will know in advance who will be speaking during the conference so that the conference is ran effectively on both sides. 

This curriculum is a common indicator that the majority of students are asked to master. Adding global activities to this unit can benefit the diverse learners and can be done easily with this unit. Because this is a common standard to meet, supplementing global interaction can be as big or small as your group can handle. For some the connected partners may need to be more local due to capabilities with technology and knowhow. For others the unit may be bigger and longer and extend over a long period of time in hopes to gather a better insight and disposition on the opposing country. For whatever reason the unit is being taught, the addition of global interaction can be as simple as trading pictures with no communication but a letter and as complicated as interacting regularly with a partnering school while exchanging multiple emails, pictures and video conferences. 

STUDENT ASSESSMENT AND UNIT EVALUATION

Student achievement will be assessed by observation of seasonal illustrations and whether the representation is clear or not. 

A rubric will be created to define the goals of the project and whether or not those goals were met. 

A scale of one to three, one meaning not yet mastered and three meaning mastered will be the rubric guide. 

Sample rubric below.

	Student Name:
	1
	2
	3

	Student’s illustrations represent the season and shows effort to the illustration. 
	Picture does not match the season. 

Minimal effort is put towards the illustration.  
	Uses at least 1-2 objects to illustrate the season.  

Effort is given. 
	Uses at least 3 objects to illustrate the season.  

High effort is given.

	Student is aware of differences and similarities.

 
	Student cannot speak of differences and similarities. Appears unaware.
	Student can speak of differences and similarities if given choices
	Student can talk about differences and similarities openly.

	Student communicates and demonstrates respect towards different cultural settings. 
	Student is unsure of how to communicate and model respect when speaking to different cultures.
	Student works practices manners when speaking to different cultures.

Reminders are enforced.
	Student practices and uses manners when speaking to different cultures. 


After the unit and project is complete, teacher reflection will be used to evaluate teacher instruction and the benefit of the unit. It will be important to reflect and evaluate using the other teacher’s opinions and suggestions while also listening to the children’s body language and comments during the unit. This kind of evaluation will take place while the unit is in motion in hopes to gather a full understanding of the child’s feelings and attitude. Once the rubrics are completed and the child is “graded” it will also be of interest to the teacher to use those results when evaluating student learning. 

GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP

In this unit the kindergarten students will become more aware of the cultural differences there are during our seasons. They will become informed of the changes that not only our country goes through during the seasons, but also the changes that Ireland goes through. These differences and comparisons will teach them that others live in different parts of our world and while they go to school just like we do, they experience different environments then we do at different times. 

They will demonstrate their knowledge through illustration and communication with Ireland. While communicating with Ireland on a regular basis the students will demonstrate collaboration skills when working together in the classroom to make a school in Ireland aware of our seasonal changes. 

Through this global learning experience, students will gain an appreciation for another country. They will come to appreciate the country that they are living in while understanding that other countries experience similar changes. An understanding of respect and manners will have been gained from working directly with the foreign country. An interest in becoming friends and a since of compassion will be fostered after spending some time in this unit. The skills and knowledge are important, but the attitude of positive friendship and tolerance will be something that hopefully stays with them until they get the opportunity to do this again as 21st century learners. 

MATERIALS NEEDED FOR UNIT

Internet site used to monitor daily weather in Ireland

http://www.irelandyes.com/weather.html
E-pals.com account

Computer lab with access to IDL equipment or technology used for video conferencing
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